
Rooftop Fall Protection

Liability

Risk Management
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Created fall protection 
training programs used 
nationwide

Helped develop the ANSI 
national safety standard 
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40+ 
Years of experience 
accessing facades 

180+ 
Years of combined 
leadership experience in 
safety & fall protection P
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Part of the Valcourt Group of building service companies. Valcourt Safety 
Systems designs, installs,inspects & certifies fall protection systems to 
maximize safety and ensure compliance for building owners. We offer 
continuing support through our training & Safe Site programs.

TJ Michel

Fall Protection Specialist

Thomas.Michel@valcourt.net



WHY YOU NEED 
FALL PROTECTION



OSHA REGULATION 1910.28

The employer must ensure that each employee on a walking-working surface with 

an unprotected side or edge that is 4 feet or more above a lower levelis 

protected from falling by one or more of the following:

A. Guardrail systems

B. Safety net systems

C.Personal fall protection systems: personal fall arrest, travel restraint, or 

positioning systems

CFR 1910.28 DUTY TO HAVE FALL PROTECTION



OSHA REGULATION 1910.29

This section covers various general requirements of: 

ÅGuardrail systems

ÅSafety net systems

ÅDesignated areas

ÅHandrails and stair rail systems

ÅFixed ladders

CFR 1910.29 DUTY TO HAVE FALLING OBJECT PROTECTION



OSHA REGULATION 1910.30

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
fall hazard, the employer must provide 
training for each employee who uses 
personal fall protection systems or who 
is required to be trained as specified 
elsewhere in this subpart. Employers 
must ensure employees are trained in 
the requirements of this paragraph on 
or before May 17, 2017.έ

ÅThe employer must ensure that each 
employee is trained by a qualified person

ÅNature of the fall hazards and how to 
recognize them

ÅProcedures to minimize hazards

ÅCorrectprocedures for installing, 
inspecting, operating, maintaining, and 
disassembling the personal fall 
protection systems

ÅCorrect use of personal fall protection 
systems and equipment

CFR 1910.30 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS



ÅEnforcement date: August 1, 2023

ÅOSHAôs stated goal is to eliminate 
unprotected worker exposures to fall-
related hazards that can result in 
serious injuries and deaths.

ÅOfficers can now conduct an 
immediate inspection when targeted 
activity is taking place

> May include drone inspections

l¡K!ǌĭ fÊĵ÷ęĒÊĊ :ĐĥôÊĭ÷ĭ xĩęïĩÊĐ ęĒ DÊĊĊĭ



1. Roof top mechanical 
work/maintenance

2. Utility line work/maintenance 
(electrical, cable)

3. Arborist/tree trimming

4. Holiday light installation

5. Road sign maintenance/billboards

6. Power washing buildings (not 
connected to painting)

7. Gutter cleaning

8. Chimney cleaning

9. Window cleaning

10. Communication Towers

Targeted Activities



What Drove OSHA to Focus on Falls?
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Falls to lower level 
accounted for 7% of 

the 
non-construction 

fatalities during this 
period.



OSHA Inspections Rising
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Inspections & 
citations are 
rising to pre-

COVID 
numbers.



What It Means for 
Building Owners (Liability)



Duty To Have Fall Protection

ÅRoof Hatch Guardrails with Self Closing Gates

ÅSkylight Covers & Guardrails

ÅGuardrails for Unprotected Edges

> Walking-working surface with an unprotected 

edge that is 4 feet or more above a lower level.

> Parapet walls under 42 inches

ÅFixed Ladders Meet New Standard

> Wall & Side Clearance

> Rung Spacing

> Gates (no chains)

> Safe Access Between Ladder & Roof

-Ļ÷ĊÞ÷Ēï lŇĒãĩǌĭ |ãĭĥęĒĭ÷Ö÷Ċ÷ĵō



Deadline: November 19, 2018
All new fixed ladders and replacement ladders must have a 
ladder safety or personal fall protection system (24' and 
higher).

Fixed Ladders

Deadline: November 19, 2018
For existing ladders, employers must install a cage, well, ladder 
safety system or personal fall arrest system on fixed ladders 
that do not have any fall protection.

Deadline: November 18, 2036
All ladders extending more than 24 feet must have a ladder 
safety or personal fall arrest system (cages phased out by 
then).



Anchor Certification, Testing 

& Inspection

Å Building owners must certify in writing that 

the anchors have been:

Å Identified

Å Inspected

Å Tested

Å Certified capable of supporting 5,000 lbs. 

in any direction per worker attached.

-Ļ÷ĊÞ÷Ēï lŇĒãĩǌĭ |ãĭĥęĒĭ÷Ö÷Ċ÷ĵō



Training for Facility 

Employees

άΦΦΦŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 

employee who uses personal fall protection 

systems" by a qualified person

Ref. 1910.30(a)(1)

-Ļ÷ĊÞ÷Ēï lŇĒãĩǌĭ |ãĭĥęĒĭ÷Ö÷Ċ÷ĵō



OSHA Citations

Fall Protection is the #1 most common 
OSHA violation. In 2023, there were 7,271 
citations.

Serious violation fines currentlyrangeup 
to $16,131

Willful or repeated range up to $161,323

Failure to abate beyond abatement 
date$16,131/per day

If the building 

owner is cited, the 

fine structure for 

the building can be 

substantive, but 

personal injury 

liability exposure is 

the much larger 

financial risk.



Personal Injury Liability

Photos courtesy of The Woodlands Fire Department & Click 2 Houston.

Maintenance worker 

injured after falling approx. 

20 feet from one roof to a 

lower roof.



Fall Protection Saves Lives

Worker tragically died 

when he fell through an 

unprotected skylight, 

exposing him to a 19-

foot fall.



Risk Management



EXAMPLE

MAINTENANCE REQUIRING FALL PROTECTION

Roof Inspect ions

Drain 
Maintenance

HVAC 

Maintenanc

e

Lightning Rod
Security Camera 

Inspections



WHAT IS A 
PROTECTED EDGE?

Guardrail or parapet 
ǿŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ пнέ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ 
& able to support 200lbs 
in a downward & 
outward direction.



WALKING -WORKING ZONES

GREEN 15 FT. & BEYOND

Å15 ft. or more from the roof edge

ÅMust provide fall protection system or a 
designated area

ÅIf the work is infrequent and temporary fall 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ

ÅFall hazards in this area include skylights, 
pits, roof hatches, evaluation changes and 
other trip hazards

(A) Protect each employee from falling by a guardrail system, safety net system, travel restraint system or 
personal fall arrest system or a designated area. The employer is not required to provide any fall protection, 
provided the work is BOTH infrequent and temporary; and (B) Implement and ENFORCE a WORK RULE 
ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мр ŦŜŜǘ όпΦсƳύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ŜŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ

OSHA 1910.28(b)(13)(iii)



WALKING -WORKING ZONES

Å6-15 ft. from the leading edge

ÅConventional fall protection such as 
guardrails, anchors or lifeline systems 
are required

ÅIf the work being performed is 
infrequent & temporary the employer 
may use a designated area

YELLOW 6-15 FT.

(ii) When work is performed at least 6 feet but less than 15 feet from the roof edge, the 
employer must ensure each employee is protected from falling by using a guardrail system, 
safety net system, travel restraint system or personal fall arrest system. The employer may use 
ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ .h¢I ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΦέ

OSHA 1910.28(b)(13)(ii)



WALKING -WORKING ZONES

Å6 ft. closest the leading edge

ÅMost dangerous area of the 
rooftop

ÅRequires conventional fall 
protection

RED 0-6 FT.

(i) When work is performed less than 6 feet (1.6m) from the roof edge, 
ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ a¦{¢ 9b{¦w9 ŜŀŎƘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΧέ

OSHA 1910.28(b)(13)(i)



IDENTIFYING FALL 
PROTECTION HAZARDS 

& SOLUTIONS



FALL HAZARD

Uncovered Skylights

SKYLIGHTS



SOLUTION

Skylight guardrail

SKYLIGHTS



FALL HAZARD

Roof hatches with/without 
guardrails

ROOF HATCH



SOLUTION

Every roof hatch is required 
to have a guardrail with a 
self closing gate.

ROOF HATCH



FALL HAZARD
Not every ladder is the 
same.FIXED LADDERS



Solution
FIXED LADDERS



OTHER STRUCTURES
bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀŘŘŜǊǎΧ



OTHER STRUCTURES
bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀŘŘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ



FALL HAZARD

Having safe access to entire 
building.

FAÇADE ACCESS



WHAT TO ASK 
YOUR VENDOR



WHAT TO ASK YOUR VENDOR

ÅFall hazard assessment

ÅIdentify OSHA compliance 
needs

ÅExperience designing fall 
protection for building 
maintenance & specific needs

ÅEquipment warranty

ÅAmount Insured



WORK PLAN

ROOF FALL PROTECTION
Table

Description automatically generated

Table

Description automatically generated

Click here to download.

https://go.valcourt.net/valcourt-fall-protection-work-plan

